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SIGNIFICNACE OF ST NICHOLAS CHURCH, STRETTON IN RUTLAND 

1.1 Setting of the Church 

St Nicholas Church is situated right on the edge and to the south of the village; it has open fields to 
three sides.   The Church with its bellcote is visible from the east and west of the village and with 
l imited visibi l ity from the north.  To the south of the 

1  

Church are open fields with a public 
footpath from where uninterrupted views are obtained. 
 
The church is Grade II* listed. 
 
1.2 The Living Church Yard 
 
The enclosed church yard is some 1,800 square meters in size and surrounds the Church on all 
four sides.  Many of the older tomb stones are now indecipherable but the most conspicuous, 
located right opposite the entrance into the Church, is that of the family tomb of Charles Blake 
(died 1791) which is a 'table tomb' with apsidal ends, pilasters, cartouches and swags of leaves 
and flowers.  There is also to the north of the Church an impressive monument to George 
Wilson who died in 1876.  The Church Register of Burials is held within the Vestry Safe. 
 
This is a Church and site where Christianity is evidenced since the early 11th century (1076 
onwards). 
 

1.3 Social History 

There is no mention in the Domesday Books of 1066 and 1086 of a Church in Stretton, 
but building commenced in the decades following as by 1185 the Church had been 
granted to the Knights Templar. (At the time of its major refurbishment in 1881 
remains of an Anglo-Saxon settlement on this site were also discovered). 
 
The original Church was greatly extended in the 1200's with the Chancel being 
doubled in size. The north aisle and a new north wall were constructed along with the 
double 'Rutland' Bellcote.  The Church was extensively restored in 1881-2 by James 
Fowler of Louth, who rebuilt the west wall and bellcote as well as adding lancets to the 
west and north nave walls. They also rebuilt and widened the north aisle and installed 
the 'modern' pine pews in the main body of the Church. 
 
The Church has remained virtually untouched since that date with only essential 
maintenance having been undertaken. 
 

History of ownership: 
 

 C1076 the Church and its land was acquired, through marriage by Robert de Brus 
(ancestor to the King of Scotland). 

 1185 Granted to the Knights Templar.  

 1312 transferred to Knights Hospitallers. 

 After the Reformation the property transferred to the King.  

 1570 owned by Sir James Harrington of Exton. 

 1616 owned by the Horsman Family. 

 1836 owned jointly by Sir Gilbert Heathcote (Baronet) and the Wardens Confraters 



and Twelve Pour of Browns Hospital in Stamford. 

 1907 owned by the Fleetwood-Hesketh Family. 

People and Events 

 1415 Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester (Brother of King Henry V). 

 1597-1627 The Rev Henry Hargreaves (opposition to The Rituals of the Anglican Church). 

 1627-1641 The Rev Jeremiah Whitaker (Protestation to Parliament opposing Royal 
moves towards Catholicism). 

 1871-1883. The Rev Edward Bradley (Author who wrote under the name of Cuthbert 
Bede. Most well-known work 'The Adventures of Mr. Verdant Green, an Oxford 
Freshman'. 

1.4 The church building generally 

The Church is constructed of local Oolitic Limestone in block form.  All internal walls are plastered 
with strategic block work exposed. The roof is of clay tiles (1881-2 renovation) with the exception of 
the south entrance porch which has Collyweston slates, which were saved from the original roof 
prior to the 1881 restoration. 
 
1.5 Church Building in more detail 

Porch 

 

Built in the 13th century this shelters the original Norman south doorway through which access to 

the Church is obtained. The shafted door jams, date from the Romanesque period and have plain 

shafts topped with cushion capitals. The right-side capital has Norman double ‘billet’ moulding. The 

stone tympanum above the door is probably an early tomb cover from when the Church was first 

built indicating an extension to the original doorway before the 13th century porch was built. Before 

the addition of the porch there was a 'mass-dial' carved above the door to indicate service times. 

Following the addition of the porch a second sun dial with Roman Numerals was incised high above 

the entrance. 

 

Nave 

This is the main body of the Church and is an early 13th century arcade of fine design. The piers 
consist of a cruciform core with shallow hollows between the arms of the cross. This is an arcade of 
transitional character consisting of moulded round arches.  The west wall, which was completely 
rebuilt in 1881-2, has two lance windows which were installed at that date and the Bellcote which 
houses two bells dated 1663 and 1710. The south wall has one 13th century lancet. No early stained 
glass survives and all the modern stained glass dates from the 1880's when the Church was restored. 
Most of it being donated in memory of loved ones. 

 

Also, in the nave is the 12th century font, with a modern base and cover. The font is rectangular in 

shape and large enough to immerse a baby; it has slightly curved sides and round moldings at each 

side.  All of the internal woodwork, pews and pulpit etc. date from the 1881 restoration and have no 

known provenance. The building and refurbishing work was undertaken by Thomas Halliday of 

Grantham under the direction of James Fowler, ecclesiastical architect, of Louth.   

 

The glass in the west windows of the nave is in memory of the Rev. Edward Bradley (Cuthbert Bede), 

rector 1871–84, 'through whose efforts this church was restored.' There is also a memorial tablet in 



the nave to three men of the parish who lost their lives in the Great War of 1914–18. 

 

Chancel 

The present 13th century chancel arch is in two orders (a series of concentric steps receding towards 

the opening). The inner order rests on two half-octagonal moulded corbels with nail head decoration 

and carved heads on each side. 

The east window is 15th century, with three cinquefoil lights and perpendicular tracery. There is 
also a 14th century square-head window and two lancets.   To the right of the alter, in the south 
wall, is a simple aumbry as well as an early 14th century recess which cuts into a 13th century 
double arched picina with credence shelf. Pevsner describes this as a simple Sedilia. 

 
To the left of the Chancel are the remains of the 13th century access steps to the rood-screen and 
loft that divided the chancel from the nave prior to the reformation. The communion rail is circa 
1630-40 (Pevsner).  All of the choir stalls and seating are from the 1881-2 restoration and have no 
known provenance. In the chancel there are tablets to Edward Horsman (d. 1720) and the Rev. 
John Lamb, rector (d. 1842). 

North Transept 

This was created in the late 13th century when the north aisle was extended. A north chapel was 
created when the cult of Mary required additional alters. Here there is a second aumbry.  Within 
this transept are the family pews of the Heathcote Family and the Alice and Anne Horsman 
memorial tablets of the late 18th Century. 

 

North Aisle 

This is the latest addition to the church being constructed in 1881-2 when the last major 
refurbishment was undertaken.  In here is located the organ made by Taylor’s of Leicester in 1909 
and the present vestry which contained the original village access, from the north, and which was 
blocked up in 1881. The former Jacobean altar rails are now in the vestry at the west end of the 
aisle; there is also an oak chest dated 1662. The vestry is divided in part by an oak screen made up 
from the former 17th-century pulpit. 
 

South Transept 

This was rebuilt in the early 17th century and contains the family pews and memorials of the Brown 
Family. There are four memorials: one to Johannis Brown, founder of Stocken Hall dated 1699 and 
one to both Elizabeth (Senior) 1714 and Samuel and Elizabeth 1707; a third to Jane Horsman dated 
1796 and a fourth to Elizabeth Hunt dated 1727. This Transept has a four-light south mullioned 
window with a round arch to the Nave; this arch may once have spanned the smaller chancel of the 
original Church. 

1.6 Contents of the Church 

  The 12th century font, with a modern base and cover. 

 All of the internal woodwork, pews and pulpit etc. date from the 1881 restoration and have 
no known provenance. 

 The communion rail is circa 1630-40 (Pevsner). 

 All of the choir stalls and seating are from the 1881-2 restoration and have no known 
provenance. 

 The family pews of the Heathcote Family and the Alice and Anne Horsman memorial tablets 



of the late 18th Century. 

 The church organ made by Taylor of Leicester in 1906.  

 The smaller of the two bells is by Henry Penn of Peterborough, 1710, and the larger by 
Thomas Norris of Stamford, 1663. 

 The plate consists of a cup on which only the maker's mark R.B. is visible, and a paten of 

1682–3. There is also a pewter plate. 
 
The registers before 1812 are as follows: (i) baptisms and burials 1631–1758, marriages 
1631–1754; (ii) baptisms and burials 1759–1812; (iii) marriages 1754–1812. The first volume 
contains memoranda of payments under the provisions of the Edward Horsman charity, 

1693–1725." 

 Early 17th century screen (constructed in 1882 from parts of the 17th century pulpit). 

 The family pews and memorials of the Brown Family 

1.7 Significance for the Mission 

This small ‘Rutland Church’ and site is where Christianity is evidenced since the early 11th century 
(1076 onwards).   It is a good example, surviving virtually intact as it was constructed in the 13th 
century, remaining basically unaltered in design and layout from that time.  There has been 
some modest alteration to accommodate the north aisle in the 19th century but no more or less 
than any other small 'Rutland Church'. 
 
The Church Today and in the Future 
 
The average weekly congregation is between 6 to 7 persons with, currently, 22 people on the 
electoral role.  There are two services a month plus Special Services (Easter, Harvest Festival, 
Remembrance, Christmas etc.).  This equates to utilization of about 10% of the days of the year.   
 
The Church is normally kept locked when not in use but a list of available key holders is posted in the 
entrance porch.  Because of the state of the organ, lack of heating, poor lighting and no toilet or 
catering facilities, it is not possible to hold organised choral and other events which we know 
stimulate both local participation and encourage people back to church as well as promoting 
Christian Fellowship.  Because of this and our wish to make the church more of an accessible place 
for the village and surrounding community, the church has embarked on an ambitious 
transformation to make it into a community centre as well as retaining its beauty as a place of 
Christian worship. In particular which wish to improve access for wheel chair users by introducing a 

single level floor across the church width, install a Disabled Standard WC with baby changing 
facility, flexible (stackable) seating and a servery and sink.  Only mains water and electricity 
are connected to the building. We hope to add mains drainage.  
 

1.8 Sources consulted  

The History of Stretton Church by S Howlett 2000 

The Victoria County History of Rutland 

Pevsner (Rutland & Leicestershire and Northamptonshire) 

 

 



 

 

APPENDIX 1- EXTERNAL PHOTOS 
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APPENDIX 2- INTERNAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE CHURCH 
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APPENDIX 3- SKETCH FLOOR PLAN OF ST NICHOLAS CHURCH STRETTON 

 

 

 

 



 


